signatures
Madjiguene Cisse, former Sans-Papier-Movement in Paris, Dakar | Étienne Balibar, Philosopher, Paris | Elfriede Jelinek, Author & Nobel Literature Prize Winner, Vienna | Mohanad Jammo,
Physician & Survivor of 11.10.13 - Shipwreck, Aleppo/Bad Bergzabern | Fabrizio Gatti, Journalist,
Rome | Imed Soltani, La Terre pour Tous, Tunis | José Palazon, Pro.De.In, Melilla | Mikel Araguas,
Andalucia Acoge | Conseil des Migrants Subsahariens au Maroc | Petja Dimitrova, Artist, Academy
of Fine Arts Vienna | Antonio Negri, Philosopher, Paris | Nina Kusturica, Filmmaker, Vienna | Network of Social Support to Refugees and Migrants, Athens | Gabriele del Grande, Journalist, Milano | Jesuit Refugee Service Schweiz | Stiftung:do, Hamburg | Ousmane Diarra, AME, Bamako |
Stefan Schmidt, Captain of Cap Anamur 2004, Refugee-Commissioner of Schleswig-Holstein,
Lübeck | FTDES, Tunis | ODS, Sevilla | Karl Kopp, Director of European Affairs PRO ASYL and ECRE,
Frankfurt | Amadou Mbow, AMDH, Nouakchott | Fulvio Vassallo Paleologo, L‘ Altro Diritto, Sicilia |
Elias Bierdel, 2002-2004 Leiter der Cap Anamur, Austria | Martin Glasenapp, Medico International, Frankfurt | Zinahad Patrice Boukar, A.R.A.CE.M, Bamako | KEERFA – Movement Against Racism & Fascist Threat, Athens | ATMF, France | ARCI, Italy | Ferenc Kőszeg, Honorary Chairman of
the Hungarian Helsinki-Committee, Budapest | Borderline Sicilia Onlus | Sandro Mezzadra, Border
and Migration Researcher, Bologna | Osaren Igbinoba, The Voice Refugee Forum, Jena | Solidarité sans Frontières, Switzerland | Village for all together, Mytilini | Association Les voix libres,
Strasbourg | Article 13, Tunis | Daniel Moundzego, ARSF (Association des Refugees Sans Frontieres), Douala | Ilias Panchard, Co-Präsident Junge Grüne Schweiz, Lausanne | All Included, Amsterdam | MigSzol – Migrant Solidarity Group of Hungary | Humanistische Union, Germany | Barbed
Wire Britain | Orcun Ulusoy, Researcher, The Hague | Maria Bacchi, Comitato Scientifico Fondazione Langer, Bolzano & Associazione Mantova Solidale | Chabaka, Tanger | Antiracist Initiative of
Thessaloniki | Gergishu Yohannes, Initiative gegen Tod im Mittelmeer 2009 e.V. Bonn | Karl Heinz
Roth, Social Historian & Physician, Hamburg …
Alarm phone call – First signatures (25.9.2014)
All signatures: www.watchthemed.net
An Initiative of:
Welcome to Europe | Afrique Europe Interact | borderline-europe | Noborders Morocco |
Forschungsgesellschaft Flucht und Migration | Voix des Migrantes
Watch The Med
Watch the Mediterranean Sea is an online mapping platform to monitor the deaths and violations
of migrants‘ rights at the maritime borders of the EU.
info @ watchthemed.net | www.watchthemed.net

watch
the med

donation account for Watch The Med
Forschungsgesellschaft Flucht und Migration
Sparkasse der Stadt Berlin | Account No 61 00 24 264 |
BLZ 100 500 00 | Please note Watch the Med
IBAN DE68 1005 0000 0610 0242 64 | BIC BELADEBEXXX

/
Call for a »Watch The Med –
Alarm Phone« for Boatpeople
11th of October 2013: Refugees from a sinking boat called
again and again Italian coastguards via satellite phone in
order to be rescued, but their SOS signals were not taken
seriously. The boat carried more than 400 people and
was shot at in the night before by a Libyan vessel. Despite
the Italian and soon later the Maltese authorities having
been warned of the imminent distress of the passengers,
rescue efforts were delayed for several hours and patrol
vessels arrived one hour after the boat had sunk. More
than 200 people died, only 212 people were saved.
What would have happened if the boatpeople could have
directed a second call to an independent phone-hotline
through which a team of civil society members could
raise alarm and put immediate pressure on authorities
to rescue?

One year after the tragedy from Lampedusa on the 3rd
of October and after the left-to-die-case mentioned above,
the situation is no less dramatic. Although the Italian
military operation »mare nostrum« officially led to the
rescue of about 100.000 refugees and migrants within
the last 11 months, only in the central Mediterranean area
more than 1300 boatpeople became new victims of the
border-regime. In the beginning of 2014 we whitnessed
more death at the external borders of EU: on the 20th of
January 12 refugees died when their vessel sunk while
being towed at high speed by a vessel of the Greek Coast
Guard aiming to push it back towards the Turkish coast.
And on the 6th of February the Spanish border guards shot with plastic-bullets
at swimming migrants who tried to enter the Spanish enclave of Ceuta. More
than 14 people died as a result.
These cases are not isolated, but rather the most obvious amongst many
similarly deadly violations perpetrated against migrants at sea throughout
the Mediterranean. Would these deaths have occurred had civil society been
informed and had exercised its pressure and influence before rather than after
the incidents?
We can no longer bear to remain helpless as tragedies repeat themselves. We
want to do more than condemning these violations after the incidents. We
believe that an alternative alarm network established by the civil society on both
sides of the Mediterranean Sea could make a difference.
We do not possess any rescue-team, nor can we offer direct protection. We are
aware of our limited capabilities and of the provisional and precarious character
of our initiative. But we want to immediately raise alarm when refugees and
migrants get into situations of distress at sea and are not rescued promptly. We
want to document in real-time and scandalize immediately when boatpeople
become victims of push-back operations or are sent back to countries such as
Libya, where migrant rights are repeatedly violated. We want tointervene with
political pressure and public mobilisation against the daily injustices at the
external borders of the EU.

We know that such pressure can be effective because it has been exercised
already for several years by a few individuals who, through family and solidarity
ties, have received phone calls from migrants at sea, alerted authorities and
made sure that rescue operations had been carried out. We want to broaden and
strengthen this network and reinforce its political role in support of migrant
rights and the freedom of movement.
Thus we aim to establish – in close cooperation with the monitoring project
Watch The Med – an alternative alarm-phone running 24/7 as of the 10th of
October 2014. It will be managed by human rights activists from both sides of
the Mediterranean and offer a multilingual team. We will advise all persons
in distress at sea to first alert the officially responsible rescue teams. But we
will also call the coast guards ourselves, and follow up on their responses,
making known to them that we are informed and »watching« them. If they fail
to respond, we will gather all imaginable political and public pressure to force
them to do so.
We will alarm captains of commercial boats close by as well as international
journalists, requesting the support of politically active religious leaders of all
confessions as well as support of famous supporters. We will use the critical netcommunity for just-in-timecampaigns and call everybody to contribute with the
creation of further forms of intervention.
The left-to-die cases at sea, the human right violations of the EU border
agency Frontex and coast guards in all areas of the Mediterranean Sea have to
be stopped immediately. We need a civil society network on both sides of the
Mediterranean Sea which can enforce political pressure for the lives and the
rights of boatpeople, and we want to be part of it.

Such an alternative alarm network would be a first but
an urgently required step on the path toward a EuroMediterranean area that is not characterised by a
deathly border regime but by solidarity and the right
for protection and the freedom of movement.

27.08.2014

